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tation. This is a mistaken view. For, in the matter of the Constitution
there was little that the deputation could have done. Whatever la '
are contemplated will be enacted later [that is, after the Constitution8
comes into force]. Even now we can approach the Imperial Govern*
ment and represent before them our case regarding those laws, The depu-
tation can therefore go to England to some advantage only so Ion? as
the Transvaal Parliament has not met and it is not known what new laws
are going to be enacted. So far I have referred to the Transvaal only
but if and when the deputation does go, it will be its duty to take up
the entire South African problem. This can be done whenever it may
be that the deputation visits England. Moreover, if our case is put before
our sympathisers who are already working on our behalf, they will under-
stand it the better and will be better able to lend us active support. Fur-
thermore, we would then get help from all parties. The Congress Com-
mittee1, the East India Association and other bodies are agitating on our
behalf. If all of them could be brought together and a committee for-
med, it would help us a great deal. It is thus clear that the deputation
if sent, is bound to have some effect.
Mr. Duncan's statement, as I have pointed out, has served to
discourage the idea of sending a deputation. A communication in the
matter had already reached England last week. The Rand Daily Mail
has published a letter from Mr. Gandhi2 on the subject. The British Indian
Association has asked for a copy of the Bill referred to by Mr. Duncan
And as soon as it is received, petitions will be despatched. The situation
is very serious; and we can save ourselves from this fresh attack only if
we put up a tough fight.
As for the permits, on the one hand, new anti-Indian Acts are being
drafted and, on the other, severity in ^dealing with Indians is increasing,
Mr. Burgess has been inspecting the ports, and, as the rumour goes, many
men have been obliged to return. One does not get a permit even after
much inconvenience. It would seem that one can get a permit only if
Mr, Loveday chooses to grant one. The issue of a registration certificate
to children has been stopped; but in that case children should be free
to enter. A question has been raised on this matter. Mr. Lichtenstein
has written to the Colonial Secretary in strong terms pointing out some
instances that serve clearly to illustrate the inconveniences encountered
at the Permit Office. I give below some of these instances.
(1) When a letter was addressed to the Registrar regarding Shaikh
Baud on June 21, he was informed that the decision would be arrived at
when the Advisory Board met, but that it was not certain when the Board
. would meet.  On July 10, he received a communication on the same sub-
jcct saying that his application had been forwarded to the Advisory Board.
1 British Committee of the Indian National Congress
2  Vide "Letter to The Rand Daily Mail", pp. 38?V